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Lebanese-Afghan born Linda Zarifi has succeeded in the challenge of
updating a turn-of-the-century estate in Beverly, Massachusetts "Gold

Coast", while retaining its original character.
TEXT M.A.N. PHOTOS BRAD STEIN
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Located on a stretch of rock strewn and peebles beaches
overlooking the Atlantic, this was the original destination for
New England’s socialites. The property is one of the last standing
turn-of-the-century estates in the United States. It belonged to
famed American tennis star and socialite Eleanor Sears. The
current owner, an avid collectors of art and artifacts, commissioned
the renovation project to Zarifi Design, a company founded by
Linda in 2011. Specialist in residential and hotel projects, she

has the advantage of offering a holistic approach to design,
where each client is placed at the centre of the experience.
Through successful collaboration with global artisans, the interiors
reflect a timeless and sophisticated drama, positioning the
projects at the highest level of the luxury market. Prior to founding
Zarifi Design, Linda worked at the Rockwell Group in New
York and trained with Kelly Wearstler while studying interior
design at the University of Texas at Austin, School of Architecture.
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Built in the Georgian Revival style, the house boasts 28,000
square feet of beautifully appointed living space, with 11
bedrooms and 12 bathrooms and sits on over three
meticulously landscaped, park-like acres. True to its
architectural style, Rocks Edge (so named due to its siting
above a rocky shore)  has classic proportions and scale,
with a beautiful brick façade with limestone embellishments
and a slate roof. One truly feels transported to another era.

“Each time we stepped on the property it felt like a privilege
to be working on such a rare masterpiece. The greatest
challenge we faced was the effect of time - how we engage
our physical space and how that evolved over the past
200 years. We created a hierarchy of space and function
and re-appropriated the square footage for todays buyer.
Areas like the master suite and kitchen took on a significant
larger square footage while the former carriage house

Pure materials
A massive 1,500-square-foot
gourmet kitchen with two beautiful
islands topped with fine Italian
Carrara marble and high stools 
for informal dining.
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location,  no longer needed for horses was re-envisioned to
host a variety of amenities ranging from a stand alone gym
and spa, to private work space”. 

The design brief was to update a turn of the century estate
while maintaining charm of character of the original house.

Creating amenity and residential spaces that are more catered
to the 21st century buyer. The renovation took approximately
1 year with the end result providing a truly unique experience
of enjoying the intricate details and nostalgia of a glamorous
past while achieving the contemporary comforts and
conveniences of today's life.
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Bright & quiet decor
Linda Zarifi modernized the home
with stark-white walls and custom
woodworks. Each bedroom feels
bright and airy, made to highlight 

the ocean views.
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Magnificent
The estate is experienced in museum
like fashion with over scaled guilted
mirrors and ornamental urns that line
the corridor. Each item has significant
provenance and has lived in the
space for several decades. 
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