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FF ew stretches of coastline in the
USA rival the natural beauty of
New England’s with its rock-

strewn pebble beaches. Little wonder,
then, that the area has a storied past;
during the late 1800s and early 1900s,
the most affluent families of Boston
looked north, to the shores of Beverly’s
‘Gold Coast’ to construct mansions,
liked those seen in Netflix’s Gilded Age,

Edge in Beverly, New England
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that were deceptively referred to as
‘summer cottages’.

Most of those grand homes of the
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Gilded Age no longer survive. Yet one
still stands, majestically perched on a
rocky ledge in the exclusive enclave
known as Pride’s Crossing, overlooking
a private beach and Beverly Harbor.
Built in the Georgian Revival style,
Rocks Edge has classic proportions,
with a handsome brick and limestone
façade, capped with a slate roof. The
home boasts 28,000 sq/ft with 11
bedrooms and 12 baths and sits on three
acres of landscaped grounds. 

The three-storey mansion was
constructed in 1911 and acquired by
famed American tennis star and
socialite Eleanor Sears in 1940. 20 years
later it was purchased by the current
owner, and following a carefully
researched and meticulously executed
transformation by Linda Zarifi of Zarifi
Design, it is now for sale with an asking
price of $27 million.  
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The grand foyer sets the tone for the
quiet luxury that runs throughout the
mansion. The current owner is an avid
collector of art and artifacts from all
over the world, and the estate is
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over the world, and the estate is
experienced in museum-like fashion
with over-scaled gilded mirrors and
ornamental urns lining the corridors. 
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The design brief was to fully modernise
the turn-of-the-century estate and
make it more suitable for 21st-century
living, while maintaining its charm and
character. “Each time we stepped on the
property it felt like a privilege to be
working on such a rare masterpiece,”
Zarifi recalls. “The greatest challenge
we faced was the effect of time – the
way we engage with spaces has evolved
over the past 200 years.”

With this in mind, the designer ‘created
a hierarchy of space and function’ and
reworked the layout to better suit how
we live now. Areas like the principal
suite and kitchen took on a significantly
larger square footage while the former
carriage house – no longer needed for
horses – was re-envisioned to be able to
host a variety of amenities ranging from
a stand alone gym and spa to a work
space. 

The design brief was to fully modernise
the turn-of-the-century estate and
make it more suitable for 21st-century
living, while maintaining its charm and
character. “Each time we stepped on the
property it felt like a privilege to be
working on such a rare masterpiece,”
Zarifi recalls. “The greatest challenge
we faced was the effect of time – the
way we engage with spaces has evolved
over the past 200 years.”

With this in mind, the designer ‘created
a hierarchy of space and function’ and
reworked the layout to better suit how
we live now. Areas like the principal
suite and kitchen took on a significantly
larger square footage while the former
carriage house – no longer needed for
horses – was re-envisioned to be able to
host a variety of amenities ranging from
a stand alone gym and spa to a work
space. 

The design brief was to fully modernise
the turn-of-the-century estate and
make it more suitable for 21st-century
living, while maintaining its charm and
character. “Each time we stepped on the
property it felt like a privilege to be
working on such a rare masterpiece,”
Zarifi recalls. “The greatest challenge
we faced was the effect of time – the
way we engage with spaces has evolved
over the past 200 years.”

With this in mind, the designer ‘created
a hierarchy of space and function’ and
reworked the layout to better suit how
we live now. Areas like the principal
suite and kitchen took on a significantly
larger square footage while the former
carriage house – no longer needed for
horses – was re-envisioned to be able to
host a variety of amenities ranging from
a stand alone gym and spa to a work
space. 



A nod to Old World craftsmanship is
apparent in the intricate mouldings and
custom woodwork, the numerous
wood-burning fireplaces and the
chevron-patterned hardwood floors. A
neutral colour palette of crisp and
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creamy whites, makes the ocean views
– enjoyed from almost every room – a
focal point of the design scheme.

The living room has floor-to-ceiling
windows and French doors which lead
to a large ocean-facing veranda. A
formal dining room, music room,
games room and study – with custom
built shelves and panelling in a rich
espresso hue – are similarly gracious
rooms.

The 1500 sq/ft kitchen features two
islands topped with fine Italian Carrara
marble and a built-in banquette for
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marble and a built-in banquette for
informal dining, and has doors to the
veranda, too. The master suite on the
second floor also boasts commanding
views. With multiple dressing rooms
and a marble-clad bathroom it’s an
indulgent, tranquil space. 
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Ironically, amongst all of the rooms in
the capacious property the small
butler’s pantry off the newly renovated
kitchen is Zarifi’s favourite room.
“When we first came in it was lined with
intricate china, flatware and table
settings that have been untouched for
decades – it was like walking into a
moment of time,” she says. “We decided
to preserve the space, keeping the
original ornate nickel sink, wood wall
panelling and historic oven. You truly
feel transported to another era.”
Zarifidesign.com
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